39.   INTERVIEW TO "THE BOMBAY CHRONICLE"

[December 23, 1921]1

The Working Committee sat both this morning and evening and exhausti-
vely discussed the main resolution dealing with the Congress programme and
the future work. Among other matters considered was the selection of the
president to act for Mr. Das and, as had already been suggested, Hakim Ajmal
Khan was selected for the office. His name will be submitted to the All-India
Congress Committee for confirmation at its tomorrow's sitting.

Mahatma Gandhi interviewed by a representative of The Bombay Chronicle
after the meeting was over said that the meeting was noted for absolute harmony
and complete unanimity of opinion among those who took p;irt. Besides the
members of the Committee, there were leading representatives of the provinces
and others specially invited. There is considerable feeling among Karnatak,
Maharashtra and one or two other provinces that foreign propaganda, which
was dropped last year,2 should be resumed and carried out on completely
new lines so as to present the outside world with impartial infor-
mation rcagrding India's position. It is understood that a resolution in this
behalf will be; brought forward at the Subjects Committee meeting, It appears
that Gandhiji is not in favour of such propaganda, but the outcome of the dis-
cussion will be awaited with interest. With reference to the Viceroy's speech3
Gandhiji was not apparently disappointed since he himself had previously antici-
pated that result. The speech had merely justified his own view regarding the
futility of such deputation. It was by mere accident, said Gandhiji, that he
had seen the report of Lord Ronaldshay*s speech and had thought that it should
be answered. He had already replied4 to it and nothing he had said was not
justified by result- , . *
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1 Vide "Telegram to Jiaram Saxcna",  on or after 16-12-1921.    .
* Fi<fo Vol. XIX, p. 182,
3 Delivered at Calcutta on December 21, 1921 in reply to the deputation
led by Malaviya
4 Vide "Interview to Associated Press on Round Table Conference",
20-12-1921,